

Another successful strategy is meeting students where they are. Of course, most junior high school students are well-versed in the art of online chat. This activity allows the use of a comfortable medium (for them) to demonstrate their knowledge about the novel (for the teacher). This is an option for assessment which may be used at any point during the study of the novel.
I set up an email account with hotmail at MSN. I then arranged a time with students when they would be online to chat about the novel. I allotted roughly 20 minutes per student (which may vary depending on typing proficiency) in which to discuss the novel. The student may take the role of David, or another of the characters in the novel, and I ask them questions about their character, their experiences, how they felt after certain things happened. A major benefit of this approach is that the teacher can vary the type and difficulty of the questions in order to accommodate students on adaptations, accommodations, and IPP. An assessment rubric for a role play chat is provided below and as separate file.
The beauty of MSN Messenger is it allows you to save your conversations as Word files so you can conference with the student after the fact. By having the conference, you can clear up ambiguities, and ask for clarification of information that may not have been expanded sufficiently during the chat process.

Guidelines:
Before choosing this option, students are made aware of evaluation procedures. This strategy allows you to measure student knowledge of the novel’s plot, characters, setting, or any other elements you may choose to question them on. Students also enhance their understanding of empathy, through role play, as they are putting themselves in the place of one of the characters.
Please remember that not all students will have complete Internet access at home, and that this activity cannot be done from school, since MSN is blocked by most school boards.

	Historical Role Play : I Am David



Teacher Name: Mr. Kempt 


Student Name:   ________________________________________ 



	


	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Historical Accuracy 
	All plot information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order. 
	Almost all plot information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order. 
	Most of the plot information was accurate and in chronological order. 
	Very little of the plot information was accurate and/or in chronological order. 

	Role 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were consistently in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were often in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were sometimes in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were rarely in character. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which the character "saw" things differently than other characters and can clearly explain why. 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which the character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Can clearly explain one way in which the character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Cannot explain one way in which the character "saw" things differently than other characters. 

	Required Elements 
	Student included more information than was required. 
	Student included all information that was required. 
	Student included most information that was required. 
	Student included less information than was required. 


