Appendices

Activity: Dancing Paper Bunnies
Outcomes
Students will be expected to

· make predictions and investigate static electricity, and draw conclusions based on evidence (104-5, 204-3, 204-7, 205-9, 205-5)
Assessment
Students are able to predict what will happen to the Dancing Bunnies when static is applied.
Questions
What will happen to the bunnies after you rub the Plexiglas with the wool
What do you predict will happen if you stop rubbing the plastic and wait for 10 or 15 minutes? 

What do you think will happen if you  rub the plastic again? 

Materials
A copy of the Dancing Bunnies

A piece of thin Plexiglas supported on two text books, or the top of a clear take-out salad container


Wool cloth


Scissors
Procedure
Cut out the paper bunnies on the Dancing Bunnies page. Support a piece of Plexiglas between two textbooks so that the distance between the plastic and the table is about equal to the height of a paper bunny. Alternatively, you can place the bunnies under the inverted top of a clear plastic take-out salad container, which has its own supports. 

Place the bunnies under the plastic and rub the top of the plastic vigorously with the wool cloth. Continue rubbing for 2 to 3 minutes and observe what happens. 

Background
Plastic will collect some electrons from wool when rubbed and will become negatively charged. This negative charge will cause a positive charge in the paper bunnies. They will then jump up to the underside of the plastic. After a few minutes they may pick up electrons from the plastic and fall back down to the table. 

Dancing Bunnies
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This activity is adapted from an activity created by the Boston Museum of Science
www.mos.org/educators  
Please feel free to use this activity. We would appreciate the correct 

attribution as www.mos.org/educators 

 Thanks for the work you do on behalf of teachers.

I would appreciate an electronic copy of your finished material.

Henry Robinson <hrobinson@mos.org>

Teacher Educator

Museum of Science

Science Park

Boston, MA 02114

CHISHONL@gov.ns.ca wrote:

> Hello,

>

> I found your excellent resources available through the "Theater of 

> Electricity" section of your website, and have use several of them 

> with teachers of elementary school science. 

>

> We are preparing a set of activities to be presented to grade 6 

> teachers about static and current electricity, and I would like to 

> adapt your activity "Dancing Paper Bunnies" to use at the workshop 

> (http://www.mos.org/sln/toe/staticmenu.html).

>

> Would you give permission for us to re-write the instructions for 

> this activity (to suit our audience and work within our formatting 

> requirements), and also for us to make an electronic copy of the 

> images of the paper bunnies for inclusion with the instructions?

>

> I am attaching a copy of our adaptation for your information.

>

> It is possible that we may wish to incorporate our version of your 

> activity in an appendix to our curriculum document for grade 6 

> science, and we would be sure to provide appropriate acknowledgment. 

> If you have a specific requirement for citation of your materials, we 

> would be happy to ensure that this is followed.

>

> Thank you very much for your attention,

>  

> Nancy Chisholm

> IT Integration Consultant, LRTS

>

> NS Department of Education

> Brunswick Place, 4th Floor,

> 2021 Brunswick Street,

> PO Box 578

> Halifax, Nova Scotia   B3J 2S9

>  

> Fax: (902) 428-5830

> Office: (902) 424-3056

> E-mail: chishonl@gov.ns.ca 

> Website: http://lrt.ednet.ns.ca 













