Activity: Conductors?
Outcomes
Students will be expected to

· Perform activities that compare the conductivity of different solids and liquids (205-3, 300-20)
Assessment
Students are able to differentiate the given objects as conductors or non-conductors.
Questions
For each object given, did the light bulb light up? If it was lit, was it bright or dim?

What objects would you classify as good conductors? Poor conductors? Insulators (do not conduct electricity)?
Materials
computer, software – Virtual Labs: Electricity, 
computer file – Conductors.VLE (NOTE: This file can only be opened with the Virtual Labs software
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Procedure
Open the computer file. You will see an incomplete circuit, and a variety of objects surrounding it. Select the Hand tool to pick up and move each object. Place the object into the space provided in the circuit.
Observe the light bulb for each object. If the object is a good conductor, the light bulb will be bright. If the object conducts electricity, but not very well, the light will be dimly lit. If the object is an insulator, the light will remain dark.
Record your results in the chart provided.
Background
Metallic objects conduct electricity well and the light will burn brightly. Objects such as the pencil and the pickle will conduct some electricity, but the light will be dim. Insulators, objects made of materials that do not conduct electricity, will not light up the bulb.
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Conductors? Recording Sheet

	Object
	Conductor or Insulator?
	Notes

	Scissors
	
	

	Penny
	
	

	Plastic spoon
	
	

	Wrench
	
	

	Paper
	
	

	Paper clip
	
	

	Wood
	
	

	Pencil
	
	

	Crayon
	
	

	Eraser
	
	

	Gold ring
	
	

	Pickle
	
	














