Appendices

Activity 56: Star Light, Star Bright

Outcomes
Students will be expected to
· identify constellations from diagrams, pictures and/or representations of the night sky (302-13)

· use electronic, print resources and/or visit a planetarium to gather information on the visual characteristics and mythology of constellations and compare how different cultures have used the position of the stars (107-3, 205-8)

Assessment
Students are able to name the constellation projected through the “starscope” and talk about its defining features that would make it easy to identify in the night sky.

Students are able to orally tell a mythological story either generated creatively, or through researching one of the Ancient Societies and retelling their myth or legend about the constellations.

Questions
How would you describe to others a way to identify the constellation you chose to represent through your “starscope”, making it easy to recognize in the night sky?

Materials
a cylindrical box, or can, compass, sheet of black construction paper, an elastic band, scissors, chalk, flashlight,  Star Theatre print resources on constellations and mythology, access to the Internet to explore information on constellations and/or mythology.
Procedure
Prior to this learning experience, perhaps during ELA time or exploration of World Cultures as part of Social Studies, students should be provided with opportunity to gather information on the visual characteristics and mythology of constellations.

Remove both ends of the box or can. Use a compass to draw a circle on 

the black construction paper about 5 centimetres wider than the end of the box or can. Cut out the circle and place it over one end and secure the paper an elastic band. Use chalk to draw the constellation on the cover of the paper. Use the pointed end of the compass to make a hole through each star of the constellation. Next, put a flashlight inside the starscope and turn on the flashlight and darken the room. Point the papered end toward the ceiling until a clear image of the constellation appears.

Students will enjoy taking turns sharing their constellation. Challengestudents to guess the constellations and describe what visual characteristics of the specific constellation stood out for them.

In small groups, students can orally share their own myth or legend of their constellation, or retell the myth or legend that has passed down through ancient societies.
