Appendices

Activity 51: Lunar Eclipse
Outcomes
Students will be expected to
· observe and explain how the relative position of Earth, the moon, and the sun are responsible for the moon phases, eclipses, and tides (301-20)

Assessment
Students are able to demonstrate an understanding of what a lunar eclipse is.

Questions
What is a lunar eclipse?

What causes a lunar eclipse?

How might one create a lunar eclipse to demonstrate how it is formed?

Materials
flashlights, tennis balls, inflatable Earth’s or beach balls, basketballs
Procedure
This activity could be part of a centered approach to teaching the concepts in this unit. Have students hold a flashlight (sun) between the inflated Earth and the tennis ball (moon) (see illustration below).
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Teacher note: A lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth blocks the Sun's light from reaching the Moon. When an eclipse of the Moon takes place, everyone on the night side of Earth can see it. An eclipse of the Moon (or lunar eclipse) can only occur at Full Moon.












