Mental Math Video Clips

Disc Three, Grades 7-9
Segment 4: Gr. 8 Assess Halve/Double Strategy for Percentage


In this segment the teacher explains the progression of the halve/double strategy throughout the grades as well as explains the criteria and judgment skills needed to use this strategy. Students are given the opportunity to verbally explain their solutions. There are many good messages on assessment in this segment such as 

-
using various forms of assessment 

-
including items from previous topics

-
the importance of the proper structuring and progression of tasks 


to name a few.  Suggestions for assessment of students with specials needs are also given. 

Before

How do you incorporate your grade level mental math strategies within your math program?


- Follow the mental math booklets distributed by DOE


- Use the Mental Math in the Junior High and/or Middle Levels 


- Connect it to the outcomes currently being taught


- Use textbook activities

During

At what grade level is this strategy introduced and how does it progress?


- Grade 4 with the introduction of basic facts


- Grade 5 with two digit factors


- Grade 6 and 7 with decimals

What skills does the teacher want the students to develop around the halving and doubling strategy?


- To be able to judge what numbers are best to use with this strategy


- To be able to decide which factor to half and which to double

How does the teacher differentiate the practice questions and the assessment?

- Presents easier questions first

- Progresses in difficulty with most difficult at end

After


How can you connect this strategy to other strands of your curriculum?


- Measurement: finding area 


- Geometry: volume, surface area, 


- Data management: groups of equal sizes


- Algebra/patterning: solving equations, finding patterns

