Mental Math Video Clips

Disc Three, Grades 7-9
Segment 3: Gr. 7 Assess Addition of Decimals using the Make One Strategy


In this segment the teacher uses Power Point as a way to present examples for students to solve and then gives further questions as an assessment task. Students are given the opportunity to explain their strategies for the solution to a problem. Students are encouraged to make connections to money and to approach their solutions in various ways. There are good messages on assessment in this segment such as the teacher stating how this new assessment task compares to a previous one to determine each student’s progress and uses that to help her make instructional decisions. The teacher has color coded the questions in the assessment. This allows students of varying ability levels to be successful as they attempt questions that are a certain color. The benefits of using technology are explained. Connections are made to the curriculum guide and the grade 7 mental math outcomes that she is addressing. 

Before  


How can real world applications help in teaching the addition of decimals  

            Using the Make One Strategy?


Answers: - gives the math a meaningful context.  Ex. Money
During
What strategies from elementary grades are drawn upon when introducing the  

Make One Srategy with Addition of Decimals?

Answers: Make ten Strategy.
                            Make 100 Strategy.

How does technology help the teacher differentiate for a variety of learners in her  

            classroom?  Explain.

Answers: - the PowerPoint frees the teacher up to circulate the room and 

                              observe student’s thinking during reinforcement and  

                              assessment activities.
                            - the questions are color coded so students with  

                              accommodations know which questions are expected of them.   

                              Some students are expected to do all 20 questions, while others  

                              may only do 15 or 5 questions depending on the  

                              accommodations needed.
What language is used by students and encouraged with her students to model 
this  strategy?


Answers: - benchmarks


    - comparisons to money (quarters)

                            - nice numbers
                            - one below, one above
                - think 0.25, instead of 0.26
After

How could technology better assist you in meeting the instructional goals of your mental math lessons?  What components of technology are you already using to assist you and your students?

Answers: -Powerpoint (reinforcement activities or games)


     -technology is easy to manipulate and save (reinforcement 




activities)
