Mental Math Video Clips

Disc One, Grades 1−3
Segment 5: Gr. 2-3, Reinforce One & Two Digit Addition Using the Make 10 Strategy


The key to teaching mental math strategies is to teach the strategy, make sure the children are comfortable with the strategy and then go to practice and drill.  Children in this classroom are very comfortable with the next number plus one (one aparts) strategy, the doubles strategy, and the doubles plus one strategy, and are now ready to use these strategies to help them reinforce their understanding of the Make 10 Strategy. This strategy helps children to eliminate counting on their fingers.  Using fact cards, the teacher shows the class the fact card and asks each grade level for an answer with an explanation of their understanding of the make 10 strategy.  Assessment is through observation of work in the classroom; pencil paper tasks; discussion and use of models; and using journal writing to show “what are you thinking when solving the problem” and “how it should look”.  Journal writing solidifies the “thinking of the strategies” for the children.
Before

What prerequisite skills do students need to have to be successful with the make 
ten strategy?


- need to know how to decompose numbers (i.e. 9 + 6…take 1 from the 6 and add 
it to the 9 to make 10, etc.)


- need to know 10 + facts or adding with multiples of 10


What strategies do you use to track student progress in mental math?


- Checklist


- Tracking sheet


- Individual student record sheet

During

What types of tools can be used to assess student knowledge of mental math?


- Pencil / paper


- Observation


- Overflow to everyday work


- Journal writing


- Talking / thinking 


What strategies does the teacher use to address the needs of two grade levels in 
one classroom?


- Flash cards – 2 sets, one for each grade level…both focus on the same strategy


- Students explain their thinking for each type of problem

After


How do you plan for mental math to ensure mastery of skills from the previous 
year?


- Investigate expectations from previous year


- Spend first part of the year reviewing last year’s skills


What strategies for mental math assessment would you like to explore further?


- Any suggestions from list above

