Detailed Instructions

Video Vignettes:
This unit of lessons is a template for a video project that you may choose to do with your students.  Its design is intended for use across the curriculum.  Individual teachers must decide on the topic and specific criteria for the project.  It is up to the teacher to tie the project into curricular outcomes. Videos could take the form of: documentaries, skits, news pieces, or mini-dramas. Samples are provided. (See sample section)

Steps:


1. Introduction:
The teacher will introduce the activity to the class.  They will discuss the following aspects of the project such as:
	Purpose

Methodology (How the task will be completed)
Products (Brainstorm, Storyboard, Script and Video)
Evaluation (Peer/Self Evaluation, Reflection Sheet)
Timeline (present to the students a sample timeline entailing how much time should be spent on each aspect of the project)
The teacher may decide to show sample videos from previous years or from internet resources.


2. Grouping:
The teacher will create groups based on the following roles:
	video editor (responsible for overseeing the editing of raw footage and the creation of the final product)

camera person (acts as a director and oversees the filming of the project)
writer (responsible for overseeing the production of the brainstorm, storyboard and script)
project coordinator (oversees all areas of the project, make sure timelines are being followed, and that all members are contributing)
Once groups have been established, each group will create a name for their “production company”.  
All group members are responsible for contributing to all areas of the project, including acting in the video.


3. Brainstorming Sessions:
	Once each group is given their topic or question to investigate, they will brainstorm in detail ideas for their video project using Inspiration, Word or PowerPoint.  







4. The Pitch:
	The pitch is a method for students to introduce and share their movie idea with others.

The pitch will help students determine the purpose, message, target audience and timeline for producing their video.
Teachers may wish to provide the following template to the groups. (http://www.dartmouth.edu/~rwit/files/video/pitch.pdf" http://www.dartmouth.edu/~rwit/files/video/pitch.pdf )


5. Storyboarding:
	Each group will now create a storyboard for their project, referring to their brainstorm and pitch sheets. 

Each group will create their storyboard a template that has a sketch of the scene and a description of the shot and audio. (See link below) (http://lrt.ednet.ns.ca/PD/pdweb/pdf/storybd.pdf" http://lrt.ednet.ns.ca/PD/pdweb/pdf/storybd.pdf )
By using a storyboard template, each group will have a rough idea of what each shot of a scene will look like.
Discuss (either with the teacher or the members of your group) and refine your storyboard and examine the overall story line. Once completed turn the storyboard into a script.


6. Script:
Each group will create a typed script detailing the setting, dialogue, background sounds and visuals.
Each group must make sure all group members participate in the acting of the video.
Teachers may wish to sign off on the script before any group is allowed to go to the production step.


7. Production:
       7.1. Filming
During their assigned time each group will begin the filming of their video.
Each group should consider the following when filming: lighting, shot angles, background sound, props, scene locations, use of microphones, and use of tripod. Check 10 Tips for Capturing Great Video (courtesy Apple Computer) at: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~rwit/files/video/apple-digitalmovie-tips.pdf" http://www.dartmouth.edu/~rwit/files/video/apple-digitalmovie-tips.pdf )


       7.2. Editing
Groups will transfer their video footage to the computer using video editing software such as: Pinnacle, iMovie, etc.
Groups will begin to edit their video footage.
Each group should consider using the following editing features: text and titles, transitions, effects, graphics, sound (music, voice-overs, sound effects), and credits.


      7.3. Final Product
The group should think about the format of their video and how they want others to view it. 
Some options are:
1. Digital Video tape and then dubbed onto VHS tape for home VCRs
2. Compressed and saved onto Computer for viewing or embedding into multimedia presentations such as PowerPoint.
3. Compressed and saved onto CD ROM or DVD
4. Compressed and sent as an email movie
5. Compressed and embedded into a web page
	Videos will be presented to the class.


8. Evaluation and Reflection
	Complete peer and self-evaluation sheets.

Complete reflection sheet.


