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Making Connections – I am David

I have learned that the key to getting students to love something include helping them see they have a meaningful connection with the material. Before mentioning the fact that we are going to be studying a novel, I engage the students in some, or all of the activities provided.


Student Activity 1: What’s in a Name?

Since David’s name figures at the forefront of the novel, an interesting place to start is to get students to think about who they are; the logical starting point is to find out what their names mean.

Supply students with worksheet titled, “What’s in a Name?” 

Students can then navigate the website: www.behindthename.com by entering their name in the search box and retrieving information relating to gender, usage, and cultural and historical connections.

DAVID 
Gender: Masculine 
Usage: English, Jewish, French, Spanish, Russian, Czech, Biblical 
Other Scripts: Давид (Russian) 
Pronounced: DAY-vid (English), da-VEED (French)  [key] 
Extra Info: Popularity, Related Names, Namesakes, Name Days, Websites, Comments 
Options: Contribute Information, Add to List 
Possibly derived from Hebrew dod meaning "beloved". David was the second and greatest of the kings of Israel, ruling in the 10th century BC. Several stories about him are told in the Old Testament, including his defeat of Goliath, a giant Philistine. Jesus was supposedly descended from him. Other famous bearers of this name include the 5th-century patron saint of Wales, two kings of Scotland, empiricist philosopher David Hume, and explorer David Livingstone. This is also the name of the hero of Charles Dickens' semiautobiographical novel 'David Copperfield'.
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Students complete the worksheet, which they then keep with their binder notes for the unit on I Am David.

An extension that I use in my classroom is to make a “Name Wall”. The students put their name information on a piece of coloured construction paper. If computer access and time allows, students could make the name tags in a word processing or publishing program and then print their tags on coloured paper. These are all placed on a wall. At the centre of the wall, I would place a tag with David’s name and meaning.

At this point I would mention the fact that the name David will be playing an increasingly important role in our studies in the days and weeks to come.


 
Student Activity 2: I Am…

This activity affords students the opportunity to examine who they are as individuals. It is also a chance to integrate poetry into the classroom experience. I would provide students with a sample of an “I Am” poem, we would discuss what kinds of things go into creating such a work, and then have them create their own poems (10 lines).
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I am curious about everything
I am a teacher at Baddeck Academy
I am the owner of a new home
I am an only child
I am a musician
I am a writer
I am an actor
I am always busy
I am a pet owner
I am Jason







After sharing my poem, I invite students to create their own. See the “I Am…” template provided



Student Activity 3: What famous movie are you?
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This is a fun web-based quiz that has been useful in giving students another perspective of their identity. Go to: http://similarminds.com/othertests.html" http://similarminds.com/othertests.html. The site offers a quiz which can consist of 9-45 questions. Upon completion of the quiz, students are told which famous movie best describes them. Of course the relevance and accuracy of such a test is, at best, random. However, it generates some wonderful in-class discussion as students try to rationalize why this movie title has been ascribed to them. As some of the titles may be a little dated, the teacher can offer help in providing background of the movie. Researching information about their movie can also be made into an extended student assignment.

The result of the test looks like this: 














A variation of the quiz is also available at the same site which tells which Famous Leader you are most like. Both quiz activities create interest in students, and generate some wonderful class discussion. By engaging them in this way, students are more open and prepared for the task of understanding I Am David.

Class and small group discussions will grow as students make meaning of the connection between their quiz results and the movie they’ve been assigned. It gives the teacher a perfect opportunity to observe interactions and make some anecdotal notes for assessment purposes.

*Once we have finished the novel, I may have the students (as a group) complete the online quizzes based upon the answers David, or any of the characters, would give. Again, they’re forced to employ empathy as they role-play the character of David and answer the questions from his point of view.


