Dilatations (like translations, reflections, and rotations) occur on a plane (flat surface) and produce similar figures. However, similar figures can be on different planes and would not be the product of a dilatation. A sheet of photographs of different sizes of the same image would be examples of dilatation images. But if these same photographs were hung on different walls and surfaces, they would not be dilatation images. Perhaps the most common example of a dilatation for students would be changing the size of an image on a computer screen by dragging the mouse on one of its corners. An example of similar figures that are not dilatation images would be the image of a shape on acetate produced by an overhead projector. 
