The Arts and Astronomy
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Science and arts (history, literature or the visual arts) would seem to be strange bedfellows. However, a team of “astronomical sleuths” shows that seemingly unrelated disciplines can be wedded with fascinating results..

Most of these articles are written by a team of researchers from Texas State University that specializes in unraveling mysteries in great artworks, literary classics, and important historical events. They analyse information gathered from many sources, including stars, clouds, and other phenomena to identify exact dates when these events may have taken place.

Read at least one of the articles provided, and discuss your article with your group. 
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What new illuminations are provided through the scientists’ research?

How can this information help our understanding of the connections for science and arts?

What other special events or artistic works would you like to see investigated in a similar way?
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Also on the table is a children’s book “The First Starry Night” by Joan Shaddux Isom. This book is illustrated in Van Gogh’s style. 

Read the book – think about connections that you could make with your class between science, history, literature, and art. 
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Could your students write a similar story about another artist/historical event? 

Could they find their own event and write or illustrate it using an artistic style? 

What might be some of the influences that might colour their own choices? (family, culture, regional history, current fads, media)

