Chapter 3 - Exponential Growth
argument - the argument of a function,   
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  is one of the    parameters on        which the function's value depends.
asymptote – a line that a graph approaches more and more closely, but never actually 
          reaches
common difference – the constant difference between consecutive terms in an arithmetic 

                         sequence
common ratio – the constant ratio between consecutive terms in a geometric sequence
decay curve – a parameter that we can multiply by time to control the frequency and 

            amplitude of any curve
decreasing function – a function that is always decreasing
dependent – a variable whose values depend on the values of another variable (the 

          independent variable. In a graph the dependent variable is usually on the    

          vertical (y-axis). 
domain – the set of input values for a function
extraneous root – a root that is introduced into an equation in the process of solving 

                   another equation, but is not a solution of the equation to be solved
focal point – a fixed point used to define a conic section
geometric sequence – a sequence in which each term is equal to the product of the 

                          previous term and a common ratio
growth curve – a growth curve generally concerns a measured property that can be 
               plotted on a graph as a function of time
half-life – the time needed for an amount of a substance to decrease by one-half
increasing function – a function this is always increasing
independent – a variable whose values affect the values of another variable (the 

             dependent variable). In a graph, the independent variable is usually on the 
             horizontal axis (x-axis).
laws of exponents – a set of rules for evaluating expressions involving integral 

                      exponents. These include, product of powers, quotient of powers,  

                      power of a power, power of a product and power of a quotient. 
logarithmic scales* – A logarithmic scale is a scale of measurement that uses the    

                        logarithm of a physical quantity instead of the quantity itself.  

                        Presentation of data on a logarithmic scale can be helpful when the  

                        data covers a large range of values and the logarithm reduces this  

                        to a more manageable range.
logarithms – a value of a logarithmic function. For a > 0 and b > 0, log b a = x 

           means that  a = bx
power/base/exponent – an exponent is a number or variable written as a small 

                            superscript of a number or variable, called the base. It indicates
                            how many times the base is being used as a factor. A power is 
                            an number in exponential form made up of a base and an 
                            exponent.
range – the difference between the maximum and minimum values in a data set. The set
   

              of output values of a relation.
sequence – an ordered list of numbers
